THE  SPANISH  WAR
that these battalions had not done much real fighting for
the past months, but had been kept in Bilbao as a sort of
local guard to overawe the Red extremists and prevent
them from burning and pillaging. It was thanks to their
presence that Bilbao was not burnt by extremists like the
men of the Karl Liebknecht battalion which, throughout
the Bilbao campaign, distinguished itself, not by its fight-
ing qualities, but by the skill with which it dynamited,
burnt, and pillaged.
The famous "Fifth Column," that is to say the mem-
bers of Right political organisations who had succeeded
in remaining in hiding during the campaign, also took part
in the protection of the city. On the last night of the
occupation by the Reds, they appeared at various points
on the roof tops and began to fire on all groups of Red
militiamen who were trying to force their way into houses
or public edifices to set them on fire The Red militia
suffered heavy losses from this sniping, and as it had no
time to take the buildings by storm, it simply evacuated
the city so as not to be caught by the advancing Nationalist
troops.
When we crossed the Nervion on our way back to our
cars, a tired thirsty body, we found that barges had been
towed into position across the river, with planks roughly
secured between them and the quays. I would have pre-
ferred my waterlogged wherry, for the waters of the
Nervion were black and swirling, and the planks, which
were only eight inches broad, were swaying and very
insecure.
Sunday saw us all back in Bilbao, this time for the
triumphal entry of the troops—Requetes, Falangists, and
units from the Regular Army. All Bilbao turned out to
greet them, and we marched along with them, but this
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